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Attempted to kill LEWIS. XV. King of France, | £0 

| Stabbing him in the Right Side, as he was 
5 into his Coach, 228 the 5th, „ 
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ceſs in : were it not for 


| family, which is continually incre 1 
ing, I ſhould be for treading in your ſteps, and 
„ leave France myſelf, to accept of a volunt gg ̃⁴ 
bodimment in Eng/ond; but that is nowimpracs '. 
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You oy E land is as much preferable to 

| Wie; ws ze, is to Eartb; in that 1 | 
think” you are a little too 'romantic; but they 
certainly enjoy many priviledges and bleſſ- 
ings which we are totally deprived of; but theſe. 
things it were needleſs to enumerate upon, you 


being as well e with them as oy 


. You A d. that I would write you a kg 3 
. ticular account of the proceedings againſt that 
villainous affafſin Damien, for attempting the 
1 our. preſent majeſty ; and as your de- 
fires, with: me, have always the force of com- 
mands, I hereby tranſmit an authentic ac- 
count, as NATO op Ys in he rag 


8 account of Robert n Damien 5 
wos attempted to flab Lewis XV. 
u be was flepping into bis coach on 
1 ebe 55 of January, 1757. I 
* PT H E dreadful effects of aach have 
Ws been ſeverely ly felt in every age and coun- 15 
mtr, in which they have exiſted. When once 
tze overheated imagination of a pious madman 
- has” repreſented to him ſplendid ideas of the 
-moſt atrocious: emterpixe 3 in order to ſerve. 
wdes cauſe which his pious frency has embraced; 
i,. is no wonder if, in the 1 Ik of his brain, 
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; to die, in excruciatin tortures, eyen 
hang h he ſhould fail in the execution of _ 

the el deed.. The attempt he thinks ſuffi - 
on: Selle, . not crowned with — 
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| Oral forts 2+ nal 5 bye to 3 

worſt: for, whereas the 5 9 57 of madmen 

| reaſon right from wrong principles ; theſe pe- 

ple are for the moſt part wrong both in their. -_ } 
fundamentals and in their deductiens from 

them, repreſenting murder, gun- pow der- plots, 
Sc. as innocent under. the maſque of religion 

and pious zeal, Hence the enterprize of the fry- 

ar, who murdered Henry the third of France; 

bence Ravaillac ſtabbed Henry the fourth, and 

hence another aſſaſſin has made an oxcerable« at- 


Op I Lewis the WVih:. 127% 


The name : of bie enthubaſtical. aflaffin 5 1. 
Nobert FrancigDamien, born in St. Catherine's - 
ſuburb in the city of Arras; he is 42 years of 3 
age, and about five feet ſeven inches high. He 
had lived in the - ſervice of ſeveral Sanilies 
but was turned of by all of them with the cha- 
_ racer of a looſe profligate. His occupation of late 
| "has been to ſell balls to take ſpots out of oloaths; - 
and yet from this mean and contemptible ſta · 
tion in life hath this lunatic dared to walk fort, 
and attempt to a a wn: nation rer OR 
ee | e 
B 2 A e 1 
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| tool or cat's:paw for the Romiſh lets vs 


he ee to die in fo 
gining his meritorious - ſufferings would cer. 
AP pfoccute him a reſidence in heaven, 


{He was à very fapetſitions- — 
ort of a man, and therefore à very rn 


work upon. What horrid crimes ge com- 
mitted under the ſanction of religion! Phe 
artful popiſh clergy. had worked him up to 
fach a pitch of enthufizm 3 that, faint-like, 
a cauſe, ima. 
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The Frenck king, who has buen for r 


al family, and was about to return at thite 
quarters after five the ſame evening. He came 
from his cloſet by the ſtairs which come down, 

upon the marble court (on the left hand as you, 
look towards Paris) his c 
kt the Reps which are at 


of the court, 
gate with iis 


" fiſh was and By" tbe. 
DA the maſter of the 


were leading him to his coach; N N 


the bed chamber walked boibre bim with. 


E220 ah lights z the: dau 
06 Ad. Wang: and Rye ION | 
7 5 12 mu lt 29880 follow-. 


a was behind bim along 
iv apa af gbe guards 
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ab at Trianon, went from thence to Vers | 
Jaller on the 5th of January laſt, to ſee the roy- 
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whom the aſfaſſin ſtood, ſesing the king ap- 
bach, ſaid to the villain, why don't you take 
off your hat, don't you ſee the king? 
While he was ſaying this, the muſter 
ſtruck the king wich a knife, which; had wo 
blades of different fizes; with ons of the 
blades he wounded 2 
and fifth rib, but the ſtroke to the 
Inügght ſide, and moſt fortunately did not reach 
\ the bowels. The kizg, who at firſt had -ſearce 
| felt any ching, then turning to the footman. wo 

bad + juſt” bid the fellow tar off hib hat, 

Gil eaking urcho ddl; that man has given | 
me terrible bid; and his hand (o 
the place where he had; been Rruck, and fect 
Warm, he drew back his hand all 
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 - bloody, and Bid, 1 


aur de not burt lum | 
. n e 
| This was cercaidly a-very remarkable fats Ne 
of calmneſ5 and preſence of mind; His ma- 
jeſty was innimodintely carried to an apart- 1 
ment. Upon . wound, it was 
5 not thooght e About « quarter paſt 
N Gx lus majeſty Was blooded, and the fame ope- 
tation was repeated four hours after, for greater 
* W fecurity. HY ny RR might, N 
but was tolerably quiet. . NG 
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hours of reflection: and Bow bußy 2 RY 
mory have been to try if ſhe:could-recolle&one 
act that could . atrocious deed. 
„ n 
Whatever 2 be the ſallies of this mo- 
march's private life, he certainly has publick 
virtue, amb therefore his mind muſt ſoon have 
reſted in a coViction that he did not deſerve 


= | | his life. 9177 10d "ON © $52" Ut 
ne HAR orator Bod d ts; 
3 Ae e memming pad fir — 
"RR -hour'sdleep;.o The e 


- - -, ang taken off, . abe —— and all 
: ptoms indicated that the knife; had not pe- 

 etuated the ſtomach. It was however, at 
firſt apprehended, that the inſtrument * 
be poiſdned, but the villain himſelf aſſured 
the contrary, and ſevetal experiments imme- 
| diately made on dogs and other animals con- 
TR _ irmed: the troth of his Sen. 

5 „ 2 % iner 

„„ ee be ene nee menen 
beet "Lathe ab Geena om this ireaſon- 
aa gble deſign.) It happened, that on that - day, 
„ beſides hi he ppt on a ſur- 
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; uſual: 1 
cdtcaut ofithick velvet, which no doubt 
> _ " nobſtryded the blow, ond: des the ee 


3 m ning mortal. tet 3 an TH: 
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ti. Hoſt was 8 to os view:in all the 
"Ren churches: pity yas tea i im- 
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very; which was accordingly' done, and the 


ſtration of the kingdom 
cil during his ly 


. ͤ 2 bad WS 


parliament, as well thoſe who had: reſigned, 
as thoſe of the two ſuppreſſed chambers, aſſem- 
bled and deli 


f 
mediately ſent to the archbiſhop of Paris to 
put up public prayers for his/-majeſty's reco- 


_ __ all rea, vs were men 


The execrable aſſafũn, after - triking this hor 


| rid blow, never ſtirred from the place, and th 


duke 4 hen having aſked which was the 
man, the fellow anſwered with the counte- 
nance of a Ravaillac. "Tis I (Foatre c mos 


en veritt) He was ſeized and led to the guard- 


toom, which ſtands at the gate from whence 
he had juſt come out. There he was ſtripped 


to his ſhirt, and there wete found about him 
the knife, a New Teſtament, ſome images, 
and between Tone and” OO 2 } 
4 Ort. i IE e 5 ix 


| Iidnodicndy: ker this aer, the au- 
phin, who was with che admini- 


and preſided in coun- 


firſt preſident of the 


mediately 7 to Vernſnillas, with ſeveral 
other preſidents and counſellors; The nent 
day all the preſidents and counſellors of the 


on this alarming 
the upſhot of this deliberation was in the eyen- 
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23 . ſent to the Baftite, in hopes that ſome diſco- 


to priſon, and chained 1 8 2 durgean, 
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999 „4 


8 of the danphio, Ml 
| otherwiſe the: ike: accident mi ergy er hape, 


_ cover more, he aniwered, he would peak when 
dee nine; that he wal very ſanſible he 
'ened; - tin Of} Al to 2 ol Nu 1 
a DD d bra held ö 


daughter of Damier: were 
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eos has: come. to heh from chem! z 
ogh 7 freely told all they knew of the 
abominable life and converſation of this mon- 
e . a VEE * 805 | 
46-4 2 1K) 
that. a Ra 'commo- 
6 | . that teyerld-te igious. houſes = 
. +; ſhut wh; .Þ revent a among the 
N and that Bats archbilbop of ee 5 | 
battom., of 
is. atrocious. delign; but theſe . givings. out 
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rind itt 10 


"Bis 1 m was n in 75 an coolider- 5 
ge Rk oy - af e. 


buch of the ſatne monch 1 0 eee 
ne bud rereived on the wth, Was guts He 
end his health reft „ eech 8 6 
alſemed the feins of governtber Which ba 
deen enttu ted to the dauphin; ole 1 
Aveing His hott aa, AE ſuch. la 4 
to tlie kin ordered he 
; e * wotore attend at” Or 
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Ae 1 mn the cal * | 


| ente went da 0 mis ma icul | | 
Som Renner arid Riv, Ze 7 * 


d e wok os — 1 5 | | 


| kind of confirtnation. 


that: their ark as 2 er wer abel. 
. 11 2 3 — — age, * 3 Ae 


and E 7 Fig He ated in Paris about 

thtes iff the morning: orders were previ- 

ouſly hed that no perſon ſhould ſtand 'n 
the road, or look out at the doors or win- 
dos, to ee him paſs, on py of being fired 
at wy oe. rds. "The villain kept up : kind 


As. or rather TAP: 


But before he | parted from Fer ſailles be 1 
a ged. to Neil the king and Ye dauphin, _ 
5 1 in hopes that notwithſtanding the eingabe 
of his crime he might ſtill obtain mercy from 
his majeſty's known good nature and lenity. 
He was, much ſurprized when they put him 
into a vehicle in order to convey him to the 
9 5 ee He ſaid he had many things to 
__ reveal, but, was told. he unt diſcover them to 


bis” jadges.”” 5 As 1 1 1 


Moſt of 8 were confidered as. 
mere inventions . to ſoften the rigour of the 
law; notwith anding which. there were at 


leaſt a se commited to 0; n, 
| &ccount, | he 
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So bed in 
the Conciergerie, ſome ſupper was offered him: 
he ſaid that he was not bungry but; be 
bY drank very plentifully. The firſt . of 
. theoparliamant, Naid-- with: bim on the xgth = 
from morning to evening, and even eat his 
dinner in the ſame room, and aſterwarda he 
waited. on his majeſty at Venſailli to com- 
5 municate to him the queſtions already put ta 
| a gr. criminal, and 28 een to thorn, WARD 
. 1. » were as follows : Q Blom 1a 2 , 1 Ia 
2. Do you pr promiſe before: God mer 
; truly EE which ſhall be put to you? 
2 | 180 8 7010 Las roy gue” Ws 


4 Ya, fir [Here he took the oath required, 1 
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1 Aga 8 * ; * * 
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2 Kel age vez wour? What age. be 


my 1H 
5 WW 


| 4 Iam between 42 and 43 years old, 
2 What is | BOY $i! .2 


is your name? . 

x 
A. T have the honour and” 8 e te | 
oa you that * name is Kober N "FOG ao 
Damien. 1 e 297 mae te tali 
9 Fram whence en- you? 1 dei bent 
| 2 Ni all a 18 wat Yels 
— 1 came from Arras, and was born in 8t. 


Catherine ; ſuburb there. 
C2 5 What | 


15 9 15240 2 80 
nip Whit l your buline or ocev 


ie ene 35 185 a3. cd „e Inn b : 
A My condition Is that of a” feat; 41 
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8 e een ane 
5% ea Feen en 
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a0 arts re Do maine 5 


Mata 9 £11061 0 Aa IE 21“. Das aldi 242 
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ls your mother _ 1 Welle as e, 
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bee * anode 1/05 0 8 
% + BOY G1 220 89 lic! 1 7 Nil me 293 N Vun 
188 Have you any brothers or fiſters? 
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"4 Yes, I have a * e whaws name is 
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dry Oe Is, 43S 

£ Yes, 1 marred in the year 173 8, 1 1 
ee , native of Mentg, 25 0 
mu, by Wm I have a Lak, aged 155 
nineteen. When we were married, my w 


_ lived with the; morchieneſe de i e. * 
cloiſter of St. Stephen de Gres. 
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0 1 2 Did your we ad 
you did at Paris ? and in 
ak e. n 
g e when ber bulband di 115 
| N recommended. ta her by the — 4 
| its of the Ted Lows {e dis. 
| Thug bn dane ſe kathers. rt 
. not. den Thad. wid A 
A 5 er? von L 
200 Louis 4 Ors which” 1 ſtole | 1 
four Wye ths he had hired, yon? 80f iat 


him, and get to Amme 
about figce at Dunkink,; S. 


Gr, Brayſels 1 Pow? 20 5 1 9 


. I did indeed Ine with Mr. fiche 5 
St. Pe I bave "not, robbed him; 
122 Was imy 0 faded out of my WE 

Faye been in the places Pat, nee 9 
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| L ee e th 6 we TY I 
uu with my wife chat night and the two fol. & 
1 _ lowing: 'my FIR was co at madam Ribade?s. 
189 0 what we e can learn of Damien ady * * 
day, he was conſtantly fluctuating between = 
wh Aerial and Tanker, which took Rs 
ion of him by turns. He was ſometimes funk 
nun the depth of the moſt unfeeling abandoned 
| wickedneſe, and at other times he was tranſ- 
ported with the warmeſt extacies of deyotio- 
nal enthafiaſm. In a fit of deſpair, it is faid, 
be has lately endeavoured to bite off the end 
| of his bone. and that his teeth have been pul- 
*. out. to prevent a  Fepaticion of that 2 


3 Else was afterwards urged to Snteſ, We mo- 
1 de; c. of his crime, he anſwered he would 
Mn do it at 4 proper time, and defired * delay of 
2 day or two; this they refuſed, and began to | 
._  ,. torture-him again; he then ſaid er der aue 
1975 who directed the torture, © Gentlemen, Since 
p tale this method to. extort the truth. from 
0 , be affured, that, from this. thoment, - I will! 
ever open my lips, to confeſt any thing: though = 
Jol ſhould pull me limb from limb; or, though 
1. ſhould live till the laſt piece of fleſh is torn 


E — nn J 


- Since i 
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Dise chig un fü commitment, ſhoals: of 
| Vditious papers and verſes, in and ma- 
nuſcript have been diſperſed” throughout Parts.- 9 
One or other of them has been Ruck up in 
almoſt every public place. Even the convents - 
have not been ſpared, and the Jeſuits were 
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all our actions; and nothing is more nas 
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ſecution. But a head turned with religious : 
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; ceremonies, which they think more Ggnificant, 
and which take poſſeſſion in the fame man- 
ner, and are never to be driven out, after they 
have once been admitted, and ined the ap- 
plauſe of the people, till they nets ub 
deſtroy” the ſpirit of deyotion, and lead the 

people into flat idolatry. In a word, enthyfi- 
aſm and ſuperſtition are the weakneſſes of hu- 
man reaſon, that expoſe us to the ſcorn and 75 
ſion of rolls, and fink us eyen e 1h t 85 
brute creation. Therefore, 1 c e 
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Fon.» have great. reaſon to bleſs God, Wo 
eneral form and out-ſide of religion is 
a worn out among us: but there ate 
fl many perſons, who, by a natural melan- 
chaly, ot unchearfuln&ks of heart, by iteken 
notion of piety, or by weakneſs bf upderſtand-" 
love to indulge this uncomfortabſe way 
of life, and- give themſelves u a prey. to me- 
lancholy and grief. The ple of £0nver- 
lation, 100 all thoſe ſocial edtertainments, which 
are dot only innocent, but praile-worthy, are 
off by 5 perſtitious' fears, and groundlefs 
Ts les; as if grin) was made for reprobates, 
and — of heart was to be denied thoſe, 
Who! are the only perſons, that are capable of 1 


enjoying | it withopt remorſe. 4 


Many excellent perſons, hs are "Weighed, 
down oy by habitual forrow of heart, rather 
th deſerve 
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feferve our compaiiion, than our reproaches, 
Is it not a pity to ſee a perſon, other wiſe-of a 
good underſtanding, think himſelf obliged in 
| duty, to be diſconſolate and fad? and to look 
on a fit of ſudden laughter, as a breach: of 
his vow in baptiſm? or, ſtartle at an inno- 
cent jeſt, as if it were blaſphemy ? if he bears 
that any one is advanced to a title of honour, 
he lifts up his hands and eyes; the deſcrip- 
tion of a public ceremony makes him ſhake 
his head; and he bleſſes himſelf at the fight 
of a gay ęquipage; becauſe his reſeryed con- 
ſtitutjon i imagines, that all the little ornaments 
of life, ate the pomps and vanities of a wicked 
world. And, conſequently, he pronounceth in 
groſs, that all mirth is wanton, and all wit is 
5 mas he js ſcandalized at youth for being, 
ively, and at childhood for being full of play. 
He fits like a mourner at a marriage-feaſt, or - 
at a chriſtening; ſighs. at the concluſion of a 
merry ſtory, and grows. devout when the reſt 
of the company grow pleaſant. and entertain- 
ing; through a miſtaken notion of PM af 
_ devotion, | F OI 


Lig only n 

The truly religious know, that i it is not the 

buſinels of virtue to extirpate, but to regulate 
the affections of the mind. Virtue will mo- 

derate and reſtrain ; but it was neyer deſigned 

to baniſh gladneſs from the heart of man, Tho | 

Wen contracts the circle * our pleaſures, 5 
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and an habitual inclination, not only to be 
pleaſed in itſelf, but to pleaſe others allo, 
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ſhe leaves it wide enough for her yotaried t 
| expatiate in, to comfort and refreſh the ſoul; 


The true ſpirit of Religion cheers; as well as 
compoſes the ſoul ; it; indeed, baniſhed, all Je- 


vity of behaviour, | all vicious and diſſolute 
mirth; but, in exchange, fills the mind with 


a perpetual ſerenity, uninterrupted ehearfulnelſs, 


Having beſtowed a canfiderable time upon 


the wild and ſuperſtitious imagination of ſong 


enthuſiaſts, I propoſe to lay together ſome con- 
fiderations_ upon the ſpleen, or yapours, which 
I am of opinion, is nearly allied to enthuſiaſm, 
or rather, a IE 090 of onthuſlaſin and 10 a 
| perſtition, , 


An ſotts of people, when bey a. ate 05 to⸗ 
gether, will be finding ſomething to talk of. 
News, politicks, and ſtocks, compoſe the con- 
verfation of the buſy and trading world, Rakes 
and men of pleaſure fight duels with men they 
never. ſpoke to, and lie with women they ne- 
yer ſaw; and do twenty other fine feats over 
their cups, which they never do any where elſe. 
And children, ſervants, and old women, and 
others of the ſame ſize of underſtanding, pleaſa 
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"die and a8 In this caſe a ghoſt 1 is no 
more than a * to diſcourſe. 


When the fincy i is ovEtheated with theſe ro- 
Matitic relations, it is no wonder that it retains 
rhem, and preſents ſuch terrible images in 

dreams. It is odd that people ſhould: love to 
| be frightened, and yet there are perſons who 
takepains when they are awake, to _ chern 

ſelves when they are aſleep. 


But indeed it is very rare that any of thoſe 
quick: fighted folks, who ſee inviſible ſpirits 
in their dreams, think fit to have been a 
at the time, For, ſhould they own it to have 
been a dream, the ſpirit would loſe the repu- 
tation of a pirit, and they the credit of ſtealing 
a look at it. And therfore, whenever they have 
the dreadful good fortune to dream of an appa- 
rition, yo muſt he: ken to ane M were 

* awake; 8 | 


This fort of civility 1 Woe * Hh A fabi 
| onable young lady, Who is troubled with the 
ſpleen, and favoured with the fight of an appe- 

rition, as often as ſhe pleaſes. Sbe told me ſhe 


| 4 'borrid "ugly pere, ſtanding bot '1 
— * againſt Ab wainſcot, one Sie rep 
bed without the J-aft n of Abt in the 

room; its eyes were funk, its countenance wan 
i r and its _ threatening ; ſhe ad- 
75 ve a ted, 
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; ded, it looked earneſtly at her * bec loned avith 
its finger, Madam, 0 I, are you certain yar 


were awake? certain, fays ſhe! what a fimple 


fear made gh, ſeems to be true without ex- 
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ion there is! my eyes were wide open, 


And pray, Madam, had yon the courage to look 
at it? 1 ſhe never locked at it, 


for ſhe buried her head under the bed-cloaths, 
but ſhe was ſure it was in the room. And 1 


Vas ſo very courteous as to take her word, that 


ſne had ſeen what the never looked at. 


That fear firf 0 gude is e; very 
tue, when the Almighty is excepted; and that 


ception. Nothing is more natural tothe mind 
of man, than ſuperſtition and religious horror, 
which ſees every thing double, and raiſes ſub- 


ſtances from non entities. How often does our 


imagination run away with us into the invi- 
ſible wotld, and there create objects, and 


ad: they are irrational. 
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nature to lee them; and fo fond are we of their 


company, that we frequently make them teturn 
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priſe we do not make our gb of a . more 
-amiable-aſpe&t and nature, and not of that hi- 
deous hue and quality as always to frighten us, 
2 they do, out of our wits. But the fancy 
in this caſe partial to itſelf 5 it loves to be 


| aa with things terrible, which leave a 
N * e idea n n 0 


It may look like an alone: to our reaſois, 
not to be conſulted in theſe fairy matters; 
but as it has been for many ages a laudable 
maxim among us, . that reaſon has no manner 
of r1gbt or title ta modale in ſpiritual affairs, we 

are generouſly left to be deluded by our unerring 
imaginations, and to m_ mad w; fon ee of 
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- Nothing REA 2 92 8 a turns the 
Ion more, than the deluſive horrors which 
the common ſtories of demons and goblins brin 
along with - He that is the ſtaunche 
- believer in this point, is often the moſt wretch- 
ed infidel in articles of the higheſt and moſt 


© - wſeſvl mature. He ſwallows ylibly the grofleſt | 


loc and forgeries, but cannot bear the ap- 
earance of truth and convi If you tell 
that a ſhirit cartied away the fide of a houſe, 
or. played at foot-ball with half a dozen chairs 
and as many pewter-diſhes, you win his heart 
and his aſſent ; but if you go about to perſuade 
him that! A bodily. Is We | 
* invi 
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taviible ſpirits of the other world, and be 
mortal inhabitants of this, is not very like- 

ly, at leaſt very common, be holds up both 
his bands and wonders how you can be fo great 
an atheiſt. | Such a one is ſo long accuſtomed 
to be cheated by others and himſelf, that. fn 
length nothing but delufion will go down with 
him, -and he has no reliſh of what i is not 


monſtrous and oppoſite to nature and | Proba- 
briity. ip" 3 45 
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Ho infinite and prevalent is error, and yet 
upon what flight and ſhameful. foundations 
does it ſtand ;+this conſideration alone ſhews the 


lamentable weakneſs of human nature, and its 


backwardneſs to countenance reaſon, and receive 
information. If we would be brought but to 
receive nothing as a prineiple Which is not ſup- 
ported by the evidence of truth, of Which 
every man is a judge, when he is not debauched 
by trick and ſophiſtry, error, which ſtands but 
Ws ere. and ed * vaniſh and 
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popular lies, eſpecially ſuch as vitiate the under- 
ſtanding, and render reaſonable creatures leſs. 
wiſe or leſs ſober. Superſtition and credulity; 
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therefore efor erchſe my telling you ſo ſoon, that, 
Tam, with - love" and complimenis, as due, 
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P. 8. 1 forg ot to obſerve, that about tem 

o Clock i in the morning of the 28th of 

d March, the day of the execution of 
Damien, his father. and two brothers 
* were brought before him, and afterwards 
nd daughter: he was ex- 
Fe liſturbed and confufed at the 
„ Approach of his wife and daughter, bat | 
„not in the Jeaſt affected at the fight of 
2 atk his brothers, e 
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